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Biodiversity is  Our Brand

Latin America and the Caribbean has the largest resource of 
biodiversity assets in the world.  Some of our countries are 
agricultural super powers . And has the potential of 
becoming a superpower on biodiversity and ecosystems 
services

If  protected, invested in and used ethically, biodiversity can 
open new markets and reenergize existing sectors and 
contribute to sustainable development, equity  and 
competitiveness.

R&D of biodiversity market can help brand the region as a 
center of natural capital  



LAC World Richest  in Biodiversity 
and Ecosystems Services

South America has  more than 40 % of Biodiversity in Earth

More than ¼ of its forests and single most world diverse 
region 

MesoAmerican Reef largest coral reef in Western Hemisphe

24 % of fresh  world water resources

This valuable asset base gives region comparative advantage 
to harness for economic growth and competitiveness

Some LAC countries are agribusiness powers  - could become 
eco- power of sustainable agriculture, biodiversity, carbon 
and freshwater



THE INITIATIVE

Why Biodiversity and Ecosystems are 
important for Sustained Growth and Equity in 
Latin America and the Caribbean 



THE INITIATIVE

GOALS
To assess and communicate economic contribution of
biodiversity and ecosystems services to development and
equity; and raise policy makers awarenessof importance and
urgency to conserve biodiversity and ecosystems services
integrating conservationand production functions .

KEYPRODUCT
A report w/ robust data to make a politically compelling caseto
policy makers to invest in biodiversity and ecosystemservices
and S&T infrastructure for innovation.
The report builds on a sectoral approachpresenting links with
economic indicators such as employment, tax and foreign
exchange revenues and comparing practices in Business as
Usualand SustainableEcosystemManagement.



THE INITIATIVE

STRUCTURE
Partnerships and 
Strategic Alliances

Stakeholder 
Consultations

Communications 
Strategy

Partnershipswith United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), Economic  
Commission for Latin America and the 
Caribbean (ECLAC), the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD) and UNCTAD

Strategic alliances with leading 
environmental organizations, multilateral and 
national financial institutions  such as BNDES

A Communication strategy to ensure
effective dissemination of the Initiative
with membersof government,CSOsand
the privatesectorin the region.



THE INITIATIVE

STRUCTURE

Commission for Biodiversity, 
Ecosystems, Finance and 

Development

Regional political leaders,
economists, the private sectorand
civil society provide strategic
guidanceto the Initiative and for
the preparation and dissemination
of the report

Technical Advisory Committee A team of regional experts in
economicsand financeoverseethe
technicalqualityof the report

Central Technical Team A team of environmental
economistspreparethe report
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LAC: A BIODIVERSITY SUPERPOWER

The regionôsprivileged patrimony can be harnessed for

sustainable and equitable development and competiveness.

Without valuation and price signals, biodiversity will not be 

recognized as an asset and used as a free production unit. Need to 

bundle Biodiversity in other  emerging or more mature markets for 

ecosystems services ( i.e. Water, Carbon , REDD

Î Carbon markets through forest conservation can provide additional

financing for the forestry, and watershed conservation can provide

additional social and biodiversity co-benefits: carbon markets

represented US$34bn in 2008, while markets that use components

derived from biodiversity worldwide have been estimated to value up

to US$925bn per year.
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ECONOMY

The LAC region is the richest in the world in natural capital,

presenting an unprecedented opportunity to lead the worldôs

green economy.

Î BioTrade: Global markets with components from biodiversity have been

valued at US$925bn per year

Î Brazilian multinational cosmetic firm Natura promotes equitable benefit-

sharing through biotrade. Natura currently has 56 negotiated natural

asset supply agreements with farms, companies and communities in

the region.

Å Natura 2008 gross profit: BRL2.46bn; a 15.54% year-on-year

increase over 2007
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ECONOMY

Î In terms of market value, the regionôsabundant mangrove

ecosystems are believed to provide one of the largest

capture fisheries outputs

ÎTourism is one of the worldôsmost important economic

activities. In 2007 it was the 4th largest export market of

goods and services globally, and accounted for US$856bn

in export earnings, and accounts for around 12% of GDP in

LAC, employing approximately 10 million people.

ÎNeed to learn from best practices create an enabling

environment to finance research and development of new

technologies ( biotechnology, biomimicry) biotrade
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HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Biodiversity and ecosystem services play an important role

in supporting equitable human development

ÎDegradation and loss of biodiversity and ecosystem

services hinders the ability of the poor to cope with

environmental change, pushing them further into the

vicious cycle of poverty and degradation.

ÎBiodiversity provides the primary social safety net for rural

populations in the LAC region and is one of the few factors

limiting malnutrition and large-scale urban migration.
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HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Î Globally some 1.6bn people depend on forest and non-timber

forest products for their livelihoods, and over 3bn depend on

marine and coastal biodiversity.

Î In a case study from Brazil, ecosystem services and non-

market goods were shown to represent 89.9% of the total

income of the rural poor.

Î In order to protect the vulnerable and generate sustainable

livelihoods, the region must invest in biodiversity and in the

communities that possess the knowledge essential to its

sustainable use.
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CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION AND ADAPTATION

Examples of ecosystem-based adaptation activities

include:
Î Coastal defense through the maintenance and/or restoration of

mangroves and other coastal wetlands to reduce coastal

flooding and coastal erosion.

Î Sustainable management of upland wetlands and floodplains for

maintenance of water flow and quality.

Î Conservation and restoration of forests to stabilize land slopes

and regulate water flows.

Î Establishment of diverse agroforestry systems to cope with

increased risk from changed climatic conditions.


